
Leaving a Legacy:
LEITR

Honoring Donor Designation



Objectives

• Understanding Donor Designation

• Learn the basics of organ, tissue and eye donation

• Familiarization with The Lions Eye Institute for 
Transplant and Research both tissue and ocular 
endeavors

• Comfortable making patient referrals so that their 
wishes can be fulfilled leaving a lasting legacy



The Gift of Donation

Donation is important and many times offers families Hope in the 
midst of darkness when losing a loved one. Our goal is to help facilitate 
the gift of tissue and eye donation for those who chose to do so.

Without documentation of a loved one's wishes, families often decline 
to authorize donation. 

Should a patient death result in the opportunity for donation, an 
official record of the donor designation will be readily available and 
can be shown to the family. If the patient is medically suitable to 
donate, their wishes will be respected, and the family will be relieved 
of the burden of making a decision on their behalf.



Honoring Donor Designation

Discussing organ, tissue and eye donation allows patients and families to 
communicate their wishes with each other and their health care providers so 
that at the end of life, appropriate action can be taken in keeping with the 
patient’s goals of care. 

Honoring patient and family preferences regarding organ donation requires 
knowledge of the options available. 



Donor Designation

Florida's Organ & Tissue Donor Registry
In 2008, the State of Florida approved legislation that allowed individuals to begin 
documenting their donation decisions online.

Joining the online organ and tissue donor registry allows individuals to create 
their own profile, document their wishes in detail, and communicate those 
wishes to family and friends as part of the registration process. Doing so allows 
them to not only ensure wishes are documented in detail (i.e., limitations), but it 
also allows them to update those wishes at any time.



Understanding Donation

Organ and tissue donation is the process of recovering organs and tissues from a 
deceased person and transplanting them into others in order to save or enhance the 
lives of those in need. Up to eight lives can be saved through organ donation, and 
dozens more lives may be improved through tissue donation.

Last year, more than 50,000 cornea transplants took place in the U.S., with an 
additional 27,000 corneas exported overseas. Still more corneas are utilized for 
education and research purposes.



The Impact

Today, nearly 120,000 children and adults await life-saving organ transplants. 
More than 5,000 of them are listed at transplant centers in Florida. In addition, 
hundreds of thousands more wait patiently for the gift of tissue donation. 
Every day, approximately 22 people die while waiting for an organ transplant.

One donor can save 8 lives and heal over 75 lives through tissue donation and 
restore sight to 2 individuals. 



• Kidneys
• Liver
• Heart
• Lungs
• Pancreas
• Intestine

Organs That Can be Donated

Solid organ donation is challenging, but not impossible, for 
hospice patients. To be eligible for solid organ donation, a 
hospice patient must be in a controlled environment (e.g., 
a hospital or an inpatient hospice unit located in a 
hospital), where organ recovery can occur at the time of 
death. There are examples when a hospice patient can also 
be an organ donor – e.g., a patient on a ventilator, hospice 
patients served in an inpatient unit located within a 
hospital, etc. Hospices are encouraged to contact their 
local Organ Procurement Organization (OPO) regarding all 
patients on ventilators to discuss details



Tissue That Can be Donated

As for tissue, skin is used as a temporary dressing for burns, serious abrasions 
and other exposed areas. Bone is used in orthopedic surgery to facilitate 
healing of fractures or prevent amputation. Heart valves are used to replace 
defective valves. Tendons are used to repair torn ligaments on knees or other 
joints. Veins are used in cardiac by-pass surgery. Corneas can restore sight.



Virtually all deceased persons, regardless of cause of death, may 
potentially be tissue donors. Once a death is reported to the tissue 
agency, protocols require the family be contacted within several hours 
regarding the opportunity to donate.

The great thing about eye tissue is that everyone is a universal donor. Your blood 
type does not have to match. It doesn't matter how old you are, what color your 
eyes are, or how good your eyesight is. Aside from those suffering from a few 
highly communicable diseases, most people are suitable donors. Even people 
with cancer can be cornea donors. Corneal tissue may be completely healthy 
even if the donor's eyesight was poor.

Who Can Donate 



Lions Eye Institute for Transplant & Research



Mission and Vision

Healing families by 
creating their 

Donation Story

Transforming the Gift
into implantable tissue 

grafts for waiting 
patients

Restoring and 
healing lives 



To improve visual outcomes and quality of life for 
those who are blind or visually impaired through 

innovative ocular endeavors.

Ocular Mission

On June 30, 1925, Helen Keller addressed 
the Lions Clubs International Convention 
in Cedar Point, Ohio. It was there that the 
Lions found their mission.



What we do

• Recover corneas/whole eyes for transplant and research

• Distribute corneas to ophthalmic surgeons for transplant in Florida, 
domestic U.S., and international

• Distribute corneas/whole globes to various research partners 

• Provide valuable education to our collaborative partners to include, 
hospitals, medical examiners, funeral homes, and the general 
public. 



The Eligibility Evaluation & Authorization Process
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Will donation affect my funeral?
Donation will not affect funeral arrangements. Great care is taken to 
preserve the donor's appearance, and the donor's body is treated with 
respect at all times. Funeral arrangements, including a viewing, if 
desired, may proceed as scheduled.

Is there a cost to my family?
Donor families neither pay for, nor receive financial gain for the act of
organ and tissue donation.

Does my religion support donation?
Most major religions approve of organ, tissue and eye donation, and 
consider donation an act of charity.

Common Questions Concerning Donation



Your Role in Donation

• Early recognition and referral of a potential 
donor.  Call (813) 289-1200 

• Offering comfort and support to the grieving 
family.

• Providing feedback about the process.



Facilitating the Gift

Our donor family service coordinators will speak to the family members by phone, 
talking to them about the patient’s registry status and the importance of tissue 
and cornea donation.

Once we have received authorization for the donation, we will arrange for the 
corneal tissue recovery and begin our after-care procedures for the family. The 
cornea recovery will usually take place at your facility, but may be also occur at the 
funeral home.



LEITR Foundation

The Foundation is responsible 
for advancing LEITR’s mission 
by seeking funding. The two 
signature events are:
• Race for Sight (April)
• The Eye Ball (September)

Everyone deserves the gift of sight. As the Foundation for the Lions Eye 
Institute for Transplant & Research (LEITR), we are advocates for the 45 million 
blind and visually impaired people all over the world, working to raise funds to 
support sight-related outreach, education, treatment and research.



“You know hope is a strong word that most people don’t really 
measure, and I experienced hope in your gift to me that my household 

will never forget. It is a privilege for me to transmit this hope to others.”

Anne Ngo Moug, from Cameroon, Africa was quickly losing vision in one 
eye after giving birth to her baby girl. Anne was connected to Lions Eye 

Institute for Transplant & Research to try to help restore her vision. Now, 
both her sight and hope, she says, have been restored for a lifetime.



Thank you


